
My dear brothers and sisters: 

Peace and all good! It was so good to see many of you last weekend as we began to open up 

our parish, following two months of being locked out because of the corona virus safety 

protocols. And what a time to regather but on the Solemnity of the Pentecost with a beautiful 

weekend weather-wise to boot. It certainly was an eclectic gathering- just over 500 at all four 

services (the 3 Masses and the outdoor Communion). We averaged about 120 in the church 

and about 50 spread out on the lawn in front of the church and about 10 listening from their 

cars in the parking lot. Hopefully the numbers will grow as we move to the green phase in a 

couple of weekends! 

While all this is something to be joyful and hopeful, the events of this week where we are 

witnessing unrest and violence unleashed in our nation following the brutal killing of George 

Floyd, should give us pause. The readings of Pentecost reminded us that we Christians are one 

people united in the Holy Spirit. “For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether 

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit.” (1 Cor. 

12:13) And in Acts we heard of the multitude of foreigners who had gathered in Jerusalem for 

Pentecost; how despite speaking their own languages were able to understand Peter’s 

preaching the Good News to them after he and the apostles along with Mary emerged from the 

Upper Room filled with the Holy Spirit. 

My brothers and sisters, our regathering in the church this past weekend should be a reminder 

of our unity in that same Spirit we received at our baptism. We are a diverse lot at St. Joseph in 

the way we look and values that we bring from our life’s experiences. But let us not be quick to 

judge and condemn others simply from our colored political and social lenses. We must seek 

instead to dialogue and understand and to redress the hurt, the wrongs and concerns of the 

other. The road to recovery and healing of our endemic societal disparities will take time to 

heal but it can be done with a firm commitment to the commandment of love we have all been 

baptized into and what we have pledged to propagate as members of the body of Christ. The 

next two Sundays we will celebrate the union of the three persons of the Blessed Trinity and 

then we follow that up by our celebration of Corpus Christ- the body of Christ. All these solemn 

feasts call us to also live in symbiosis, upholding the dignity of all peoples as God’s children.  

For your reflection during these trying times of upheaval in our country may I urge you to read 

the statement put by our Holy Father today, the letter on Racism by Archbishop José H. Gomez 

of Los Angeles and president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). Finally, may I 

suggest that we recite and act out each day The Peace Prayer of St. Francis. 

From Pope Francis: 

Dear brothers and sisters in the United States, I have witnessed with great concern the 

disturbing social unrest in your nation in these past days, following the tragic death of Mr. 

George Floyd. 



My friends, we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any form and yet 

claim to defend the sacredness of every human life. At the same time, we have to recognize that 

“the violence of recent nights is self-destructive and self-defeating. Nothing is gained by violence 

and so much is lost”. 

Today I join the Church in Saint Paul and Minneapolis, and in the entire United States, in praying 

for the repose of the soul of George Floyd and of all those others who have lost their lives as a 

result of the sin of racism. Let us pray for the consolation of their grieving families and friends 

and let us implore the national reconciliation and peace for which we yearn. May Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, Mother of America, intercede for all those who work for peace and justice in your 

land and throughout the world. 

May God bless all of you and your families. 

From the USCCB: 

The killing of George Floyd was senseless and brutal, a sin that cries out to heaven for justice. 

How is it possible that in America, a black man’s life can be taken from him while calls for help 

are not answered, and his killing is recorded as it happens? 

I am praying for George Floyd and his loved ones, and on behalf of my brother bishops, I share 

the outrage of the black community and those who stand with them in Minneapolis, Los 

Angeles, and across the country. The cruelty and violence he suffered does not reflect on the 

majority of good men and women in law enforcement, who carry out their duties with honor. 

We know that. And we trust that civil authorities will investigate his killing carefully and make 

sure those responsible are held accountable. 

We should all understand that the protests we are seeing in our cities reflect the justified 

frustration and anger of millions of our brothers and sisters who even today experience 

humiliation, indignity, and unequal opportunity only because of their race or the color of their 

skin. It should not be this way in America. Racism has been tolerated for far too long in our way 

of life. 

It is true what Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, that riots are the language of the unheard. We 

should be doing a lot of listening right now. This time, we should not fail to hear what people 

are saying through their pain. We need to finally root out the racial injustice that still infects too 

many areas of American society. 

But the violence of recent nights is self-destructive and self-defeating. Nothing is gained by 

violence and so much is lost. Let us keep our eyes on the prize of true and lasting change. 

Legitimate protests should not be exploited by persons who have different values and agendas. 

Burning and looting communities, ruining the livelihoods of our neighbors, does not advance the 

cause of racial equality and human dignity.   



We should not let it be said that George Floyd died for no reason. We should honor the sacrifice 

of his life by removing racism and hate from our hearts and renewing our commitment to fulfill 

our nation’s sacred promise — to be a beloved community of life, liberty, and equality for all. 

 

The Peace Prayer: 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy;   

  

O Divine Master, 

Grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love.   

For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.   

 


